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Among different aspects of parental involvement in children’s education, home-based family involvement (non-
formal learning and teaching processes held by parents at home) is recommended as the most important aspect
that directly fosters students’ learning outcomes. However, research addressing the quality (characteristics) of
home-based family involvement is still scarce. According to the literature reviews, the quality of home-based
family involvement is operationally characterized by four dimensions of parental help— autonomy-support,
responsiveness, control and structure. Recently, there has been a lack of empirical investigation into the complex
linkages between antecedents (preconditions) of the quality of home-based family involvement and its impacts on
students’ learning outcomes as particularly measured in terms of learning motivation, academic well-being (school
satisfaction, positive academic emotion), and self-regulation competencies (regulation of motivation and
emotion). In addition, the role of culture in home-based family involvement needs to be taken into account.
Therefore, the present study raises three main research questions— 1) what parental and familial factors
(e.g., conceptions of responsibility, efficacy beliefs, life context) affect parents’ adoption of different dimensions of
help, 2) how different dimensions of parental help, in tern, affect students’ learning outcomes (i.e., motivation,
well-being, competencies), and 3) can this conceptual framework be generalized across different cultures. To
answer the research questions, a cross-cultural study between Germany and Thailand is conducted. The sample
consists of 1,564 participants— 782 students and 782 parents recruited from Germany and Thailand. Research
instruments are parent and student questionnaires. Structural equation model (SEM) is performed to examine the
working model (conceptual framework) with empirical data. With respect to the Capabilities Approach, the
research findings are discussed, how far students’ unequal opportunities to learn at home can be explained.
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