Research Schoo
3\ Education and Capabilities

/4
Name: Sabrina Miller
Address: Hauert 14a, 44227 Dortmund

Phone: +49 231 282191 12

E-mail: s.mueller@educap.de

PhD Project:

Data Rich, Information Poor? — To what extend can evidence-based research improve school development
at German special needs schools (Férderschulen)?

In how far are concepts and strategies of evidence-based and data driven school development in terms of
comparative assessment able to support German special needs schools for students with mild to moderate
mental retardation with regard to their (instructional) quality management? To approach this question the
dissertation project focuses on the development of a school performance feedback system which takes into
account the specific circumstances that Férderschulen are facing in Germany. The dissertation project is closely
linked to the Panel Study at the Research School Education and Capabilities in North Rhine-Westphalia (PARS) in
which twelve Férderschulen participate (PARS-F). In fall of 2009 and 2010 the students’ performance was assessed
in the area of mathematic and reading literacy and afterwards fed back to the schools. The data feedback that the
teachers get should function as a connection between the empirical research findings on students’ outcomes and
further actions for school improvement. Creating a convenient feedback-system for Férderschulen with regard to
the current state of research in the area of school performance feedback systems and the specific needs of
teachers at Férderschulen is therefore an important part of my research. In an evaluation at the end of each
school year it is measured how the participating teachers (n = 21) use the administered feedback information in
order to improve their quality. Qualitative and quantitative methods are combined to obtain a broad knowledge
about the kinds of information that are relevant to special needs teachers as well as in-depth knowledge about
the data use in German Férderschulen and its determinants.
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