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Narrative skills of L1 and L2 children and family literacy experiences

Early literacy research shows that family literacy practices have a decisive impact on the literacy development of

children. Moreover, restricted literacy competencies mostly linked to socioeconomic factors burden educational

success and social agency. In Germany, according to PISA and IGLU, this relation is above average. The present

case study aims to reconstruct children’s early literacy experience in the family and its role for the acquisition of

narrative skills as a central element of literacy. Target groups are six preschool children and families with German

and Russian as L1 from different socioeconomic backgrounds. Grounded on longitudinal narrative data and

ethnographical methods, the study documents the narrative development of the children from preschool age up

to grade 1 and provides in-depth information on their individual early literacy acquisition contexts in the family.

Results suggest that children benefit highly from early literacy events in the family both in L1 and L2 by adapting

narrative practices. Furthermore, results indicate starting points for future compensatory institutional

implications concerning children with limited family literacy experiences and hence less opportunities for their

literacy development.
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