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PhD Project:

The interactive establishment of cultural fit between family and classroom discourse practices.

The example of argumentation. Located within the framework of interactional sociolinguistics, the project starts
from the assumption that discourse socialization in family and school are to be understood as socio-cultural
practices. The goal of the project is to explore different degrees of compatibility of familial and institutional
discourse practices, focusing on the communicative genre of argumentation. It reframes the still open question of
research on language barriers by shifting the focus from structural and correlative analysis to the contextual
analysis of discourse activities of the same children in different contexts: family dinner talk and classroom
discourse. The study focuses on families with Vietnamese, Turkish and German as L1 and their six year old
children before and after school enrollment and pursues three lines of analysis: The comparison of family and
classroom repertoires of communicative genres and topics reveals that children are differently prepared for
demands and expectations relevant in classroom discourse. The micro-analytic reconstruction of argumentation
practices — establishing contextual frames and providing interactional support — documents variance both on the
side of the parents and the teachers. The analysis of interactional patterns of teacher- student-dyads reveals that
teachers respond to children’s contributions differently: compared to students with Turkish L1 students with
Vietnamese L1 receive more interactional support in terms of repairs, cues, and recipient signals. Thus, teachers
create unequal contexts for both using language as a means of learning and the development of discourse skills.
The empirical results call for a more dynamic notion of ‘cultural fit’ as a joint interactional achievement; the
shares in establishing a ‘fit’ can be differently distributed. Expectations based on the students’ socio-cultural
background reflect how much teachers play a part in establishing a ‘fit’ or in solidifying a ‘gap’.
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