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Pre-primary education from the perspective of the Capability Approach: Beliefs and Self-Reported Practices of 

pre-primary school teachers 

Individuals’ beliefs have a direct impact on all aspects of human behavior. Based on personal experience, value 
system and philosophy that favours, individuals create a belief system for each major issue that concerns them. 
Rarely these beliefs rest on scientifically valid data. Most of the times are related with internal deep-rooted 
representations. When it comes to the issue of education, it is widely recognized that teachers play an important 
role in the cognitive and emotional development of the infants. Taking into account of individuals’ beliefs, one 
may argue that teachers’ beliefs directly affect their practices.  Bearing in mind the decisive role of educators in 
the formation of the infant, I consider that the beliefs of early childhood educators should be a matter of 
discussion and is therefore the focus of my research. As a theoretical framework is used the concept of the 
capability approach, pioneered by Amartya Sen and Martha Nussbaum. The lack of research in the area of pre-
school teachers’ beliefs and practices in Europe and specifically in Greece, as being the country where the survey 
has been conducted, has led me to  reveal and to illuminate unknown aspects of this field of knowledge by 
addressing the following questions: 

          Which factors of pre-primary teachers’ background affect the beliefs with regard to what is important for 
the children? Are there statistically significant differences in the beliefs of the teachers with respect to the 
capabilities of play, senses-imagination-thought, affiliation and emotions to children?  According to the teachers, 
do these capabilities consist an end to themselves or the means of the educational procedure in the pre-school 
institutions? 
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